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are believed to furnish the male hormone, testosterone.

The spermatozoa are conveyed from the convoluted seminif-
erous tubules along the complex system of canals, just de-
scribed^ to the epididymis. The spermatozoa show no spon-
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Fig. 14-7 (Ahovc). Cross section
of a convoluted tubuk showing
spermatogenesis (semidiagraminat-
ic). i, Sertoli cell; 2, spermatogenic
cells; 3, spermatozoa; 4, interstitial
cells of Leydig.
Fig, 14-8 (To the lejt). Human
spermatozoa. A, in profile; B,
viewed on the flat, i, head; 2, mid-
dle piece; 3, tail. (Redrawn from
Retzius.)
taneous movements in the convoluted tubules, but become
actively motile in the epididymis. As coitus nears completion
and the climax or orgasm of the act occurs, contractions of
the epididymus and vasa deferentia propel the spermatozoa
through the ejaculatory ducts into the urethra. At the same
time the seminal vesicles contract and expell a viscous secretion.
The semen, which this fluid with its suspension of spermatozoa
is now called, is ejected from the urethra with considerable
force by the contractions of the urethral muscle and of striated
muscle in the perineum. The ejection of the semen and the